MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
May Irwin was Susan, a soubrette. Daly had seen May Irwin at Tony Pastor's. As ever in his career, he liked to find his own people. What went on in other theatres he considered trivial and always of secondary importance to Daly's. He found May Irwin and she joined the company to play this part of Susan. She was an extraordinary hit and very funny in a type of soubrette role which has almost disappeared from the stage.
On the last night of A Night Off a rhymed tag or epilogue, written by Edgar Fawcett, the author of Our First Families, which had first served to bring together the four players who were most closely associated with Daly's during the eighties, was read by the actors, each one having a couplet. This ended with some sort of an introduction of Augustin Daly. The manager would then come on and make a speech of acknowledgment for the season which had just passed. This always happened at the end of the season, and Daly never appeared on the first night of a new production or the first night of a season.
Sometimes Fawcett varied this epilogue and one or two of the players would have something a little longer than a distich to recite. On one occasion, to make a rhyme or a quantity correct Fawcett referred to Daly as "the colonel." Daly objected to the rank thus con-d Thomas Patten, ex-Postmaster of New York, played center. We had great                      John Drew
